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terminals may depend in part on the ability to reduce at-grade
conflicts.

Barge and Intercoastal Shipment of Containers

Yet another concept worthy of consideration is greater reliance on
barge shipments to and from major ports and other coastal cities.
Rather than have containers drayed from a major port area such as
Hampton Roads to another major coastal city, it would be possible
to move them by barge. Some barge movements on containers al-
ready occur on the East Coast between Boston and New York, New
York and Baltimore, and Baltimore and Hampton Roads. About
one-fourth of respondents to the AAPA survey think that relying
more heavily on barge shipments would help reduce landside con-
gestion (Table 3-2).

Barge movements may also offer some advantages at some spe-
cific locations, such as between New York's Red Hook Terminal in
Brooklyn and rail terminals in New Jersey. Increased barge ship-
ments could also reduce some truck traffic and air pollution. In
New York's case, it would help reduce truck operations on already
heavily congested roads serving Red Hook Terminal and provide
some relief during the rehabilitation of a major expressway that
links Red Hook Terminal with New Jersey. Similarly, the Port of
Sacramento has proposed a heavier reliance on barge transportation
between its terminals and those of the ports of Oakland and San
Francisco. The idea is to have containers shuttled on barge for the
79 mi from Sacramento to the bay. This would reduce the conges-
tion on Interstate 80, the number of trucks using the bay bridges,
and vehicle emissions. Although only in the conceptual stage, this
proposal is supported by the California Department of Transporta-
tion and many major motor carriers and may ultimately prove to be
a cost-effective solution to congestion and air-quality problems in
the Bay Area.

The general demise of shipping along the U.S. coastline in recent
years has weakened domestic shipping between major cities on the
same coast that are too distant to rely on barges. For example, marine
transportation of domestic trade between New York and Miami is
made difficult by federal prohibitions on shipments of domestic goods